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Pushing the Limits of Connection
Suggested Reading and Discussion Questions

Connecting with each other and our histories is an important part of being human. In your
groups, consider the common threads of family and societal connections, and how our
interactions have changed over time with our ever-expanding ability to remain connected.

Never Let Me Go

Ishiguro Kazuo, Fiction. As children, Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy were students at Hailsham, an
exclusive boarding school secluded in the English countryside. It was a place of mercurial
cliques and mysterious rules where teachers were constantly reminding their charges of how
special they were. Now, years later, Kathy is a young woman. Ruth and Tommy have reentered
her life. And for the first time she is beginning to look back at their shared past and understand
just what it is that makes them special—and how that gift will shape the rest of their time
together. Suspenseful, moving, beautifully atmospheric, Never Let Me Go is a modern classic. -
amazon.com

e Kathy's narration is the key to the novel's disquieting effect. First person narration
establishes a kind of intimacy between narrator and reader. What is it like having direct
access to Kathy's mind and feelings? How would the novel be different if narrated from
Tommy's point of view, or Ruth's, or Miss Emily's?

e What are some of Ruth's most striking character traits? How might her social behavior, at
Hailsham and later at the Cottages, be explained? Is social behavior such as hers learned
or is it just her nature to connect in that way?

e One of the most notable aspects of life at Hailsham is the power of the group. Students
watch each other carefully and try on different poses, attitudes, and ways of speaking. Is
this behavior typical of most adolescents, or is there something different about the way
the students at Hailsham seek to conform? What are the social pressures that we humans
feel to conform?
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